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ArchesNationalPark,a73,234-acre
wonderlandofsandstonefins,towers,
ribs,gargoyles,hoodoos,balanced
rocks,andarchesnorthwestofMoab,
protectsthelargestcollectionof
archesintheworld.Over2,000arches
withatleastoneside3ormorefeet
widehavebeencatalogedbyexplor-
ers,including306-foot-longLand-
scapeArchandDelicateArch,Utah’s
statesymbol.

Whilevisitorscomefromaround
theworldtoviewthearchesand
scenery,climbersalsovisittoascend
thepark’stowersandcliffs.Overa
dozenspiresupto300feethighrise
withinaten-minutehikefromthe
parkroad.Thearchesandtowersare
composedofEntradasandstone,a
softrockdepositedassanddunes
duringJurassictimesover160million
yearsago.ThesandstoneatArchesis
notoriouslysandy,especiallyafterrain
orsnow.Mostroutesfollowcracksys-
temswithonlyoccasionalfacemoves.

ArchesNationalParkhasseveral
importantclimbingregulationsto
protectthearea’suniquegeologi-
calresources.Theuseofwhitechalk
isbannedinthepark.Gowithout
chalkoruseanearth-tonechalkthat
matchesthesandstone’scolor.Only
rust-coloredslingsshouldbeusedat

belayandrappelanchorstominimize
visualimpact.Theuseofpowerdrills
isprohibited,andnonewboltscan
beplacedwithoutpriorpermission.
Donotclimbonornearanyarchesto
avoiddamage.Dogsmustbeleashed
atalltimesandarenotallowedon
anytrails.DogkennelsinMoabcan
careforyourdogwhileyou’reclimb-
ing.Followexistingpathstothecliffs
wheneverpossibletoavoiddamaging

Arches National Park
1. 

Entradasandstoneformsthe
archesandtowersatArches
NationalPark.TheEntrada
dividesintothreeseparate
layers—DeweyBridge,Slick
Rock,andMoabTongue.Severe
wrinklingcharacterizesthe
DeweyBridgelayer.Itcomposes
OwlRock,ElephantButte,Tonka
Tower,andtheWindowsarea.
TheSlickRockmemberforms
verticalcliffsintheCourthouse
Towersarea,includingtheThree
Gossips,TheOrgan,andThree
Penguins,aswellasDevil’sGar-
denandFieryFurnace.TheMoab
Tongueisathinwhitecaprock
atoptheSlickRockmember.
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Brett Green jamming the upper 
crack on Owl Rock.
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fragilecryptobioticsoil.Ifyouhave
towalkcross-country,avoidthesoil
andhikeondurablerocksurfacesor
inwashes.

Getting there:Themainentrance
toArchesNationalParkis5miles
northwestofMoabonUS191.The
paved24-mile-longparkroadtravels
fromthevisitorcenterattheentrance
toDevil’sGardenandthefifty-two-site
parkcampground.Allthedescribed
climbsbeginfromthisroad.Arches
NationalParkisafeearea.

Cryptobioticsoil,composedof
alivingmicroscopicorganism
calledcynaobacteria,formsa
blackcrustonthegroundinthe
canyoncountry.Cryptobiotic
soilisavaluablepartofthe
ecosystemsinceitpreventssoil
erosionbywindandwaterand
retainsmoisture.Thisdelicate
soiliscrushedifyousteponit.
Toavoiddamagingthecrust,
followtheseguidelines—stay
onexistingpaths,walksingle-
file,stepondurablesurfaceslike
rockorfollowwashes,anddon’t
camponit.

The	great	American	writer	Edward	Abbey	(1927–1989)	
spent	two	years	as	a	seasonal	ranger	in	Arches	National	
Monument	in	the	1950s.	Desert Solitaire,	a	memoir	
detailing	his	first	summer	in	1956,	burst	on	the	scene	in	
1968,	not	only	popularizing	the	canyon	country	but	also	
changing	lives.	Ed	summarizes	his	season	in	the	wilderness	
in	the	last	chapter:	“The	finest	quality	of	this	stone,	
these	plants	and	animals,	this	desert	landscape	is	the	
indifference	to	our	presence,	our	absence,	our	coming,	our	
staying	or	our	going.	Whether	we	live	or	die	is	a	matter	of	
absolutely	no	concern	whatsoever	to	the	desert.”
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Avenuetrail.TheWest Face,theforma-
tion’sbestclimb,ascendsthewest
faceoftheGossipsoppositetheroad.

Approach:ReachtheThreeGos-
sipsbydriving3.5milesfromthepark
entrancetotheCourthouseTowers/
ParkAvenueparkingareawestofThe
Organonthenorthsideoftheroad

The Three Penguins 
The140-foot-highThreePenguins
towerabovetheparkroadasitloops
upHeadquartersHilljustpastthevisi-
torcenter.TheRight Chimneyrouteis
oneofArches’bestclimbswithgood
stoneandsuperbjamming.

Approach:Fromtheparkvisitor
center,driveuptheroadtoapull-
outat0.9mile(GPSN38.37.177/W
109.36.917).Parkandscrambleupa
loosemudstonegullytoahorizontal
ledgesystemthatthePenguinssiton.
Followtheledgetothebaseofthe
eastfaceabovetheroad.


1. Right Chimney(5.10c)Excellent
routeupanobviousright-facingdihe-
dral.Pitch 1:Jamaperfectcrackthat
widensfromhandstofists(5.10c)to
a3-boltledgebelay.80feet.Pitch 2:
Continueupthesteepcrack—hands
tofiststooff-width(5.10a).Above,
faceclimbtothesummitofthecen-
terPenguin.Descent:Double-rope,
140-footrappelfroma3-boltanchor
downtheroute.Rack:Twosetsof
Friendswithextra#2.5sto#4s,one#4
Camalot,andlargeStoppersforthe
start.

The Three Gossips
TheThreeGossips,oneofthemost
impressiveformationsinthepark’s
CourthouseTowerssection,isa
spectaculartrioofblockysummits
towering300feetabovearounded
slickrockbase.TheGossipsrisesouth
oftheparkroadandwestofthePark

CaliforniaclimbersSteveRoper
andAllenSteckmadethefirst
ascentofTheThreeGossips
inOctober1970.Roper,who
madethe1963thirdascentof
Castleton,letSteck,asandstone
virgin,dothefirstpitchupthe
West Faceroute.“Hepounded
pinsupthelonginitialcrack
forhours,itseemed,”Roper
laterwrote.“Onceinawhile
hewouldyelldown:‘Iwonder
ifthisone’sanygood?’Iwould
yellback:‘It’suptoyou,man,
but,hell,didn’tyouhearitring?’
MeanwhileIbracedmyself
tocatchafall,forsandstone
wasnotgranite,andaringin
theonewasnotthesameasa
ringintheother.”WhenRoper
cleanedthepitch,noneofthe
pitonspulledoutalthoughthey
“shiftedandcreaked.”Atthetop,
Steckledthefinalpitch,which
Ropernotedwas“aboldendto
ourinsignificantfirstascent.”
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off-widthcrack(5.10)foranother50
feet.Stemlefttoaparallelcracksys-
temandbegintheroute’scrux.Jam
andstemupthethinfingercrackand
seamintoatightcorner(5.11b/c).
Finishupasqueezechimney(5.7).
Belayfroma3-boltanchoronaledge
belowthesummitblock.Pitch 3:
Climbasandyslab(5.7)uprightto
ahidden4-foot-widechimney(5.5)
thatsplitsthesummitblock.Climb
theunprotectedchimney(5.5)to
thesummit.Descent:Threerappels
downtheroute.Rappel 1:Summit
toanchorsonthesaddleatoppitch
2(50feet).Rappel 2:110-footrappel
(tworopes)topitch1’sanchors.Rap-
pel 3:120-footrappeltothebase.Be
carefulpullingropes—theycanjam.
Rack:SetsofStoppersandTCUs,two
setsofcams,acouplelargerpieces,
andtworopes.Ifyouaid,bringextra
2-to3-inchpieces.

(GPSN38.38.214/W109.36.006).Park
andwalkaquartermilewestonthe
roadshouldertoadrywashonthe
left.Followthewashsouthtosandy
slopesbelowtheformation.Continue
upaclimber’spathtotheslickrock
slabsbelowthewestface.Avoidwalk-
ingonanddamagingthefragilecryp-
tobioticsoilbystayinginthewash
andfollowingexistingtrails.

2. West Face(II5.11cor5.9C1)Excel-
lentandcontinuousrouteupacrack
systemontheleftsideofthefaceto
theshoulderrightoftheNorthGos-
sip.Thehardpartsareeasilyclean-
aided.Pitch 1:Doanawkwardmantle
(5.9)ontoashelf.Jamathinhandand
handcrack(5.9+)upaflareddihedral
untilitwidens.Continueuptheoff-
widthcrack(5.10+)overarooftoa
goodbelayledgewith3bolts.Pitch 
2:Jamathinhandcrack(5.10-)past
ablockontheright.Continueupan

overflow
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